
 
 

  
 

I wish we could destroy forever the concept that Judaism is all about sacrifice and burnt offerings and 
legalism. Torah means instruction. We usually refer to Torah as the law, and we define it as law. If you're 
going to think of Torah in terms of law, you must remember it's founded and built on love. So you 
should refer to it not in terms of legalism, but instead refer to it as the law of love. Its foundation is 
God's love for his chosen people, Israel and Israel then builds on that foundation of God's love and they 
build on it a kingdom of love for God. Let's look at this first step and that is in the law of love we find 
God first loving his people. 

 

We recognize that God is love and he must be the creator and the beginning of everything. So if Torah is 
a law of love, and if Judaism is built as a faith and a religion on love, then it must begin with God and 
begin with his love. And yet many times we don't really think of it that way, that the initiation of all that 
we see surrounding the Jewish people and surrounding the faith of Judaism springs from God's love for 
them as a people. So I'm going to read Deuteronomy the fourth chapter, starting with verse 33. And 
there's a little bit to these verses, but hang with me because this is an extremely important 
understanding that we as Christians must finally come to. 

 
It says in verse 33, "Has any people heard the voice of God speaking from the midst of the fire as you 
have heard it and survived? Or has a god tried to take for himself a nation from within another nation by 
trials, by signs and wonders and by war and by a mighty hand and by an outstretched arm and by great 
terrors as the Lord, your God did for you in Egypt before your eyes? To you it was shown that you might 
know that the Lord he is God, there is no other besides him. Out of the heavens, he lets you hear his 
voice to discipline you and on Earth he let you see his great fire. And you heard his words from the midst 
of the fire. Because he loved your fathers, therefore he chose their descendants after them and he 
personally brought you from Egypt by his great power." 

 
This is really key for us because we're seeing that the scripture here is talking about the time at Sinai, 
what they went through in the presenting of this law. This is the nexus of God's law coming to his 
people. He comes down, steps down onto Mount Sinai. There's thunder, there's lightning, there's fire. 
There's all of these things that everybody's facing, but he's showing himself to Israel and he is making in 
them a people. They had not been a people unto God before this time, their fathers had, but they had 
not. And so God is making this covenant with them to bring them forth as his people now. Why does he 
do it? 

 
He's very clear in this. In verse 37 it says, "Because he loved your fathers, therefore he chose their 
descendants after them." So it is this expression that we see of God's love that was being shown at Sinai. 
So the very concept of the law being given really was an expression. God is announcing to Israel, "I love 
you." He is reminding them that he loved their fathers, that he had chosen their fathers. Now he is 
choosing them and that same love that he had for their fathers, he is having for them and expressing to 
them. I'm now going to Deuteronomy the seventh chapter. And I'll start here with verse six. "For you are 
a holy people to the Lord your God, the Lord your God has chosen you to be a people for his own 
possession. Out of all of the peoples who are on the face of the earth, the Lord did not set his love on 
you nor choose you because you are more in number than any of the peoples for you are the fewest of 
all peoples." 
So we're seeing this expression again of the love of God. Verse eight goes on to say, "But because the 
Lord loved you and kept the oath which he swore to your forefathers, the Lord brought you out by a 



 
 

  
 

mighty hand." So God is saying, "Look, I've chosen you now as a people." And the first verses we read 
God was emphasizing the love that he had, had for their fathers. Now God is expressing and 
emphasizing the love that God has for Israel at this time standing here at Mount Sinai, making this 
covenant with them. The Lord set his love on you. God set his love on these people. God loved Israel. He 
loved Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, all of the forefathers, and he loves Israel, the descendants of these that he 
had expressed his love to and made his oath with. 
 

So we see this really being emphasized to us. This is the first step. That's why we're talking about it. The 
first step of Judaism, the law of love, the faith based on love, and this walk with God in a relationship of 
love is beginning right here at Sinai, where we as Christians tend to look back and say, "Oh, it was all 
about the law. It was all about commandments. It was all about the unbearable things that they had to 
do and live by in trying to follow what God had told them to do in the Torah." This is a different 
perspective. We're seeing what is underlying that Torah, what's underlying those instructions. 
Remember again, Torah means instruction. God is instructing them how to relate to him because he 
loves them so deeply, he's bringing them into this faith and relationship with him. 
 

When we go down to verse 13 of Deuteronomy 7, it says, "And he will love you and bless you and 
multiply you. He will also bless the fruit of your womb and the fruit of your ground, your grain and all of 
these things." So why is God giving them these instructions? Because he's going to bless them. He is 
determined to bless them. They were the ones that he first love and he's encouraging them to listen to 
these instructions that he's given. "The Lord your God will keep with you his covenant and his loving 
kindness, which he swore to your forefathers," that's verse 12. So he keeps emphasizing again the love, 
the loving kindness. I'm giving you these instructions and what are those instructions really all about? 
And I please, I encourage you go back and read in these verses because he talks about after verse 13 and 
within verse 13, "I'm going to bless you with the fruit of your womb, with the fruit of the ground, your 
grain and your new wine, and your oil will increase in your herds." 

 

And he goes verse after verse about all of the blessings that God is determined to bring upon Israel and 
it's because of this great love that he has for them. God loves them. God has set his affection upon them 
and that is something that will never change. In Deuteronomy 10, it goes on in verse 14 to say, "Behold 
to the Lord, your God belongs heaven and the highest heavens. The Earth and all that is in it yet on your 
fathers, did the Lord set his affection to love them and he chose their descendants after them." So 
again, we are just reiterating this idea that God loved them. His choice of them was because of his great 
love. In Malachi, we see God speaking and he starts in verse one of Malachi 1. 

 
It says, "The oracle of the word of the Lord to Israel through Malachi. 'I have loved you,' says the Lord." 
Here's the word, "The oracle of the word of the Lord to Israel. 'I have loved you. I do love you. And my 
love is set upon you.'" So we have the beginning then of this law of love. We have the beginning set in 
place of this relationship that we follow through. We call it Judaism, but it is the relationship of God with 
his people whom he has chosen, who he loves, who he has set his love upon, who he has kept this loving 
kindness with throughout all of these ages and generations. So God begins this process. It starts with 
God and his love. We know that the next step then is the response of Israel, the response that Israel is to 
have to God. And we see that in Deuteronomy the sixth chapter. It's a scripture that we should be very 
familiar with. 

 



 
 

  
 

It's called the Shema prayer. This is one of the most important prayers that we have in Judaism. It's 
something that observant Jews say at least twice a day. It is a prayer that is supposed to be made by 
every observant Jew on their death bed before they pass away. This is key to Judaism, the Shema and 
the V'ahavta prayer. I'm going to read it to you in English. "Hear, oh Israel: the Lord is our God, the LORD 
is One. And you shall love the Lord your God with all of your heart, with all of your soul, with all of your 
might." And he goes on to talk about these words that he's commanded them and how they should 
relate to them and with them as they walk with the Lord. But this is the response because God so loved 
Israel, Israel was to respond back with that deep love. 
 

They were to love him with everything. When it says, "All of your might," it really means all of your 
means, all of your wealth, all of your assets, all of your possessions, all of your physical strength and 
ability, everything that you have, you are to express back to God in a deep love. And so, what I really like 
about this is it's taught in the New Testament by Yeshua, by Jesus. We're going to go there in Mark the 
12th chapter starting at verse 28. It says, "And one of the scribes came and heard them arguing and 
recognized that he had answered them well asked him, 'What commandment is the foremost of all or 
the first or the premier commandment?' Jesus answered, 'The foremost is [foreign language 00:13:39]. 
Well, that's how he would have answered them because he was speaking Hebrew, not Aramaic. 

 

And he says to them, this Shema and V'ahavta prayer, "Hear, oh Israel: the LORD is our God, is one Lord. 
And you shall love the Lord, your God with all of your heart, with all of your soul, with all of your mind, 
with all of your strength." The second Jesus said, "Is like unto it. You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 
There is no other commandment greater than these." Get that. There is no commandment greater than 
these. And the scribe said to him, "Right teacher. You have truly stated that he is one and there is no 
one else besides him. And to love him with all the heart and with all the understanding and with all of 
the strength and to love one's neighbor as himself is much more than all burnt offerings and sacrifices." 
And when Jesus saw that he had answered intelligently, he said to him, "You are not far from the 
kingdom of God." 

 

And after that, no one wanted to question Yeshua anymore about his beliefs, trying to trap him into 
some violation of a technical law. So this is, I mean, amazing that here we have this idea that Judaism is 
a religion based and founded on love. It starts with God's love it then is expressed back in Israel's love to 
God. And that's what it is all built upon. I love the fact that this lawyer who is at first trying to challenge 
him then comes along and says, "Yes, you're right. These two commandments are the greatest thing. 
And they're greater than all offerings, all burnt offerings and sacrifices." Now think about that, with 
people's claims that Judaism is simply a law of legalism and sacrifice, but here is this man who's very 
studied in the scriptures saying to love one's neighbor as oneself is much more than all burnt offerings 
and sacrifices. 

 
In other words, there is nothing else in the law or the commandments or the covenant. We picture 
these things all very much as physical level, non-spiritual, not expressing of love, but being forced to 
obey commandments. Yet, here is this man speaking who's trained in the law saying, "You are right 
teacher. There is no greater thing than to love one's neighbor as oneself and none of the burn offerings 
and none of the sacrifices and none of the commandments that we have are greater than this." In fact, 
as he knew, they were all based on this love of God and this love of one's neighbors. When we see the 
story told again in Matthew the 22nd chapter, and I won't read it because we know it's requoting the 



 
 

  
 

Shema, V'ahavta and requoting Leviticus 19 saying to love your neighbor. Oh, by the way, did you realize 
that to love your neighbor as yourself is not originated in the New Testament? 

 
It's actually from the Torah. It's Leviticus 19 that says we should love our neighbor as ourself. So Christ in 
voicing the Shema and V'ahavta, he follows it up with Leviticus saying, "You love your neighbor as 
yourself." All of these love principles come out of the Torah. They come out as the foundation of the 
Torah and the teaching of God. So when it's repeated again in Matthew the 22nd chapter, then Christ 
comes along and says on these two commandments depends the whole love, the law, all of the law and 
the prophets, all the instruction, all of the Torah, all of the profits, everything about the Tanakh or the 
Hebrew scriptures, or as many call it the Old Testament, all of it is dependent upon. It depends upon. In 
other words, when something depends upon something else, it can't exist without it. So without this 
revelation of love and these expressions of God loving his people and his people loving God back, and 
his people loving one another as themselves, there is no Old Testament. 
 

There is no Tanakh. There is no law. All of these things, there is no profits. All of these things are 
dependent on this idea of love and really it doesn't stop there. When we go into Romans the 13th 
chapter, we find this repeated by Paul. He says in verse eight of Romans 13, "Owe nothing to anyone 
except to love one another for he who loves his neighbor has fulfilled the law. For this you shall not 
commit adultery. You shall not murder. You shall not steal. You shall not covet. And if there is any other 
commandment, it is summed up in this saying, you shall love your neighbor as yourself." Love does no 
wrong to a neighbor. Love therefore is the fulfillment of the law. It is the law. We talk in Christianity 
about Christ being perfect. He was perfect because he loved, because love is the fulfillment of all of the 
law. 

 

He kept the law through his love. Galatians 5:14, "For the whole law is fulfilled in one word in the 
statement, 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.'" Again, this is Paul. This is the rabbi, Paul. This is 
the one who was a Pharisee of Pharisees, who is trained in all of the law and what is he saying? He's 
saying that the whole law is fulfilled in this one statement, in this one concept that you should love your 
neighbor as yourself. Love is what it is summed up to be, that Judaism is about. It is not a legalistic 
religion. It is a religion that was founded on love. Torah means instruction, and what it instructs us to do 
is to love the Lord, our God, with all of her heart, with all of her mind, with all of our strength, with all of 
our ability and all that we have, and to love our neighbor as ourself. 

 

I think that we should remember that Christianity is grafted into the root of Judaism. So if Judaism is 
legalism, then how can Christianity claim to be grown from God's love? It can't. It doesn't make sense. 
We are grafted in and we are grown from. You can have Judaism without Christianity, but you cannot 
have Christianity without Judaism. We grow from that root. We are built on that foundation, and thank 
God we understand today that that foundation is love because we believe Christianity to be a faith 
based on love. 

 

And so we find out here that it is. Christ came into the Earth sent by the Father because of God's great 
love for you. Christ expressed that love by teaching the fundamentals of Judaism, God's love for you, 
your love for God and your need to love your neighbor as yourself. I pray that these Jewish roots of our 
faith will find fertile soil in our hearts, and that we will be able as Christ was to be an expression of the 
love of God and the love of a people towards God and the love of one man, woman, brother, sister, 



 
 

  
 

towards one another as he loves himself. God help us to walk in this great foundation that we have of 
Judaism, the roots of our faith that are rooted in love. Amen. 

 


