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Israel Is God'’s Firstborn Son

ike everything else, the love we have as Christians comes by impartation. When we love the
Father, we love that which is born of Him.

Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ
is born of God, and whoever loves the Father
loves the child born of Him.

I JOHN 5:1

With God’s love, we love the child born of God. God Himself said, “Israel is My son, My
firstborn” (Exodus 4:22). The Jewish people are the child of God that He gave birth to and
brought forth. That is where our love comes from—from Him. “We love, because He first loved
us” (1 John 4:19). Through God’s love for us and our love for God, this deep love for all of Israel
is imparted to us. This godly love includes not only a deep love for the Jewish people, but also

for the Word that the Father has spoken over them and for the covenants that He has sworn by
Himself to fulfill.

For when God made the promise to Abraham, since He could swear by no
one greater, He swore by Himself, saying, “I WILL SURELY BLESS YOU

AND I WILL SURELY MULTIPLY YOU.”

HEBREWS 6:13-14




Do you think that this great love for Israel and the Jews goes beyond what is necessary? That is
what love does. It takes us beyond what is necessary. And through that love we release faith. It
is one thing to talk about love; it is another thing to recognize that faith works through love.

For we through the Spirit, by faith, are waiting for the hope of
righteousness. For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision

means anything, but faith working through love.

GALATTIANS 5:5-6
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God wants us to “fervently love one another from the heart” so that our faith and authority will
be ministered through this great love for one another (1 Peter 1:22). There are many things that
we could be doing, but I would rather minister this love and have our faith imparted to others
through this love. We minister to Israel because of the love that God has put in our hearts.
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“Our Bones Have Dried Up
and Our Hope Has Perished”

We are familiar with the story of God taking Ezekiel out to the valley full of dry bones and
asking him, “Can these bones live?” Ezekiel answers, “I don’t know. Youre God; why are
You asking me?” God then tells him to prophesy to the bones, and the bones begin to come
together. When Ezekiel has finished prophesying, there is an army standing in the middle of the
valley (Ezekiel 37:1-10). Usually, that is about as far as we go with this story. We are so amazed
by that part, why read any further? But the good part comes later, and I want you to read some
of those verses.

Then He said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole
house of Israel; behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up and

our hope has perished. We are completely cut oft.”

EZEKIEL 37:11

Now we know who the army was. We know who the bones were. It was Israel lying there

in the valley as a bunch of dried up, dead bones. They had been destroyed. Because of this
devastation, the people of Israel had a certain mentality, as the LORD explained to Ezekiel:
“They say, ‘Our bones are dried up and our hope has perished. We are completely cut oft™
(Ezekiel 37:11). God was telling Ezekiel, “My people feel annihilated. Their attitude about
themselves is that they have been completely destroyed, completely cut off, without any hope.”
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“I Will Take You Out of Your Graves
and Place You in Your Own Land”

Today, there is a sense on Israel and a feeling on them as a people that everyone is against
them, that hope is destroyed. Over the years, it has been the plan of satan, a plan executed
by nations for century after century, to destroy all of Israel. Therefore, the LORD told Ezekiel to
prophesy to them in response to this annihilation. Watch what happens.

“Therefore prophesy and say to them, ‘“Thus says the Lord Gop, “Behold,
I will open your graves and cause you to come up out of your graves, My
people; and I will bring you into the land of Israel. Then you will know
that I am the Lorp, when I have opened your graves and caused you to

come up out of your graves, My people. I will put My Spirit within you
and you will come to life, and I will place you on your own land. Then you
will know that I, the Lorp, have spoken and done it,” declares the Lorp.”

EZEKIEL 37:12-14

The way situations appear does not matter to God. It does not matter if it looks like we are
dead. God, through Ezekiel, was literally talking to generations that were dead, and He said, “I
will take you up out of your graves, and I will place you in your own land”



The Most Important Thing Is That God Has Spoken

t some point in our walk with God we are going to get the idea that God will fulfill His

Word. He will do it for His own name’s sake (Ezekiel 20:42-44, 36:22-24). It does not
matter what it looks like. It does not matter if it seems like it is too late, like all the promises are
gone and we are all dead. The faith of Abraham was that God could raise Isaac from the dead to
tulfill the promise (Hebrews 11:17-19). Abraham had to look at his own body as good as dead
and look at Sarah beyond the age of child-bearing and say, “No problem. This time next year I
will have a baby” (see Genesis 18:11-14; Romans 4:18-21).

We think that Abraham being as good as dead and Sarah being unable to have children are
major problems. No, they are minor details. And we need to stop dealing with the minor
details. According to Paul, we have been grafted into the faith of Abraham and now we begin to
see why. It is true faith (Romans 11:17-18; Galatians 3:6-7). Abraham had come to the place of
knowing that the most important thing was that God had spoken. We are coming to that same
place.

Israel may feel that they are under annihilation, that all the nations are coming against them,
but we can stand with this faith and say, “That is a minor detail” What is important is the Word
from God that says, “No matter how things look, I will put My Spirit within you, and you will
come to life, and I will place you on your own land.”
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God Spoke, “I Them Back.”

Therefore thus says the Lord Gop, “Now I will restore the fortunes of
Jacob and have mercy on the whole house of Israel; and I will be jealous
for My holy name. They will forget their disgrace and all their treachery
which they perpetrated against Me, when they live securely on their own
land with no one to make them afraid. When I bring them back from the
peoples and gather them from the lands of their enemies, then I shall be
sanctified through them in the sight of the many nations. Then they will
know that I am the Lorp their God because I made them go into exile
among the nations, and then gathered them again to their own land; and I
will leave none of them there any longer. I will not hide My face from them
any longer, for I will have poured out My Spirit on the house of Israel,”

declares the Lord Gob.
EZEKIEL 39:25-29




God said, “You will forget all these devastating things you experienced.” We think, “How is
it possible to forget all of those terrible things?” We have lived all these years with one cry
about the Holocaust: “Never forget!” But a time will come when they will forget because God
will place the Jews securely on their own land with no one to make them afraid. “Then they will
know that I am the LORD their God because I made them go into exile among the nations, and
then gathered them again to their own land” (Ezekiel 39:28).

This is like reading a history book. We have watched these events happen. The children of Israel
were sent into exile into all the nations; they have been spread around the world. But God
spoke, “I will bring them back. I will gather them again to their own land and leave none of
them in the other nations any longer”

A New Heart to Walk in His Statutes

ot only will God gather them back to the land, but He will also pour out His Spirit on the

house of Israel. That is wonderful! I did not make this up; this is the Bible! I do not know
how people can read this and not have faith for what God will do for Israel. The only thing I
can assume is that they do not read the Hebrew Scriptures. There are Christians who have the
attitude, “Well, that’s the Old Testament; it’s all gone.” No, God will fulfill His Word over His
people. He has promised it.



“Therefore say, “Thus says the Lord Gop, “Though I had removed them
far away among the nations and though I had scattered them among the
countries, yet I was a sanctuary for them a little while in the countries
where they had gone.” Therefore say, “Thus says the Lord Gob, “I will
gather you from the peoples and assemble you out of the countries among
which you have been scattered, and I will give you the land of Israel.”

When they come there, they will remove all its detestable things and all
its abominations from it. And I will give them one heart, and put a new
spirit within them. And I will take the heart of stone out of their flesh and
give them a heart of flesh, that they may walk in My statutes and keep My
ordinances and do them. Then they will be My people, and I shall be their
God”

EZEKIEL 11:16-20

One of the reasons I want this change to happen so quickly for Israel is because I want it

to happen for us. This is one of the promises for which I am excited that we have been
baptized into Abraham. I am waiting for God to bring into me a new spirit, to take out of my
flesh the heart of stone, and give me a heart to walk in His statutes and keep His ordinances.
That is what we are looking for. We want this experience. Therefore, we minister it to Israel. It is
their Word, and we proclaim it to them. They will have it, and we will also enter into it by faith.

There are many Scriptures that contain these tremendous prophecies to Israel. Read Ezekiel
36:22-38, which is about restoring Israel again. Then there is Jeremiah 24:4-7. This is another
Scripture about bringing Israel back to the land and giving them a new heart. Also read
Jeremiah 32:36-44, which speaks about the one heart that Israel will have in following the LORD.
We look at these promises and see that they are about half fulfilled. Israel has gone into exile,
and God has begun to bring them back. Now we are beginning to see other fulfillments: the
complete return of the people, the outpouring of His Spirit, the release of a new heart, their
safety in the land, freedom from their enemies, and no more annihilation. It is to be an absolute
release. In love, by faith, we create it. Lord, pour out Your Spirit on Your people. By our faith
and love, we release it.
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