[image: Graphical user interface

Description automatically generated with medium confidence]
GIG310 – Are You Willing?



	



Hi, and welcome to the podcast. This is a special edition for our Growing In God podcast, as it is produced from a Zoom call that we at Hargrave Ministries have occasionally with our donors. When we have these times together and feel it is important for others to be a part of what we are discussing, we create the meeting into a podcast for release. So I hope that you will enjoy this podcast; and if you like being a part of these discussions, I would encourage you to go to our website at hargraveministries.org and join our Fellow Workers.
I want to take a little bit of time here and talk about the word, because we are into the Feast of Passover. Of course, these are really the days of Unleavened Bread. Passover, as you know, is technically one day, and then we have the seven days of Unleavened Bread; but we generally just talk about it all as the Feast of Passover. We are celebrating these days, they are very, very special to Israel, to the Jewish people; and of course, we want to voice a blessing to all of Israel and to the Jewish people, not only in Israel but throughout the Diaspora, who are celebrating these days. They are days of remembering the miracles and the deliverance that came from the Lord during this time, to deliver them from the bondage of Egypt and to set them free into His Presence; when He took them out into the wilderness and created them as a people unto Himself. And so, these are special days that are to be remembered generation after generation, unceasingly before the Lord.
I want to read something that I felt was important and special for us during these days, because there are so many aspects of the Passover that are real to us and things we can focus on as an immediate appropriation during any given year that we are celebrating. This, for me, became very alive, and so I just wanted to share it with you.
I am going to read out of Exodus the twelfth chapter, verses 12-14. This is God speaking to Moses. It says, 
“For I will go through the land of Egypt on that night, and will strike down all of the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments—I am the Lord.  [Verse 13:] The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live; and when I see the blood I will pass over you, and no plague will befall you to destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. Now this day will be a memorial to you, and you shall celebrate it as a feast to the Lord; throughout your generations you are to celebrate it as a permanent ordinance.”
We all are very familiar, I think, with the story of Passover and the plagues that came, and what God was doing to destroy all of the gods of Egypt and to destroy the powers of Egypt so that Israel could be set free. Here God is telling them what He is going to do, and then He makes this interesting little comment that He says in verse 13: “The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live.” And I just kept thinking that through, because really it seems like the wording can be confusing if we are not careful, because the blood on the door post was not really a sign for Israel.
If we think about signs, I know that in a Christian mindset we think about signs and wonders and miracles, and so we kind of combine the idea of a sign with a wonder or a miracle that God is going to do. The blood was to be put by Israel on the doorposts and it was a sign, but the purpose of a sign is that you are able to read it; and when you read the sign, the sign is giving you some information. When we drive down the freeway or on any given roadway, we generally pass a lot of signs, and the signs are facing us as we are approaching them. The purpose of the signs is so we know what is about to happen on the road in front of us. A sign tells us, “Hey, the speed limit is going to change from this point forward,” so you read the sign and you slow down; or, “Right turn to the hospital,” or the name of the road that is coming up. But a sign has a purpose, that we read it and we understand what we are going to encounter or what we are going to face.
When I read this passage, it sounds like it is saying that it is a sign for God; because He said, “The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live, and when I see the blood, I will pass over you.” So who is reading the sign here? Well, the sign is being read by God. I mean, obviously, even in a natural sense, they put the blood on the outside of the doorpost. They did not put the blood on the inside of the doorpost; so while they are sitting there eating the Passover lamb, they cannot read the sign. The sign has no importance to them while they are sitting there eating the Passover. Instead, the one reading the sign is God. God is coming through the land of Egypt, the death angel is coming through the land of Egypt, and they are the ones reading the sign. And what is the sign telling them to do? It is telling them to pass over that specific house.
I love this idea, because I know a lot of times the sense that we have with Passover, Pesach, is the fact that God is doing all of these things. There are some estimates that the plagues that took place in God judging Egypt happened over a year period of time. So this has been going on for a while, that God is doing what He is doing of bringing signs of wonders. We use that terminology, these are “signs and wonders,” and they were signs to the Egyptians. What did the signs say? “You better let My people go!” God kept saying that over and over, “You better let My people go!” Because God is doing all this, and we keep seeing how God is moving. It is so awesome that after four hundred years of bondage, God is intervening into the situation. It says God comes down and He brings these plagues upon Egypt and He brings this deliverance to them in Egypt. And so, we see this time of Passover, at least I always have, with this emphasis that it is God moving, it is God moving, it is God moving.
We know that Moses was holding up the rod, but God told him, “Go hold up the rod. Go tell Pharaoh this, go tell Pharaoh that.” So we recognize that God is doing this, and He is doing this awesome thing. And it is true, because He tells Israel, “You are going to remember these days throughout all of your generations, because with a mighty arm I brought you out of Egypt.” Part of what Passover is that we can focus on, and have focused on this many times, is how God comes to deliver us by His power and His right arm of authority. But then we get to this little thing, and I do not know, it just jumped out at me so much because I thought, “This sign was a sign from Israel to God.” It was on the outside of the door where God could read it. And it was Israel, it was each family that came and put the blood on the doorpost so that God could read, “I am one of Your people. I am here, my family is here inside.” That is what the sign is saying. When God sees the blood over the doorpost, God reads it and says, “Oh, the family is in the house. The family is in the house and they are partaking of the lamb. They have their sandals on their feet and their staff in their hand, they are ready to leave Egypt as I have warned them that we are going to do.” God knows that in each house where He sees this, He reads the sign, and that house is to be protected, that house is to be saved. In all of this Pesach experience, here was one thing that each family had to do – create this sign for God. It was not all just God. God did not just pass through and save Israel automatically. If you did not hang a sign outside your house, you were not saved from the destruction that was coming. You had to write the sign. It was your initiative to do that and to tell God, ask God, however you want to look at it, “Cover us, save us from the destruction that is about to transpire in all of Egypt.”
I like this, because I feel like we need to recognize that God has done so much for us. He has given us His Word. He has spoken to us, He has given us instructions. He has given us the warnings, He has given us His signs of what is going to take place. But there is this moment in Pesach where we must respond to Him with a sign. We must tell Him what we are looking for. And I thought, this kind of goes along with what is happening. Here we are, we are going to the church tomorrow and speaking with this group that has been part of the fellowship for a long time.   A lot of people are in a place of, “I need clarity. What are we supposed to do? Where are we supposed to go?” And I just thought, part of this is that God has already spoken. God has already given us instructions. He has given us His Word. Those people in their houses in Egypt may not have been that clear about what was going to transpire after that night. How were a few million people going to exit Egypt, and where were they going to go, and what was life going to be like after? They probably thought, “This is all we have known for four hundred years.” They had been in Egypt for four hundred thirty years, to the very day (Exodus 12:41), so this was all they knew of a life. And today, for many people spiritually, all they know is the spiritual life they have had before we get to this time of Passover. But when we come to Passover, God is saying, “Your life is about to change, and I have honestly given you instruction.” And as much as it may seem like we do not know what to do, it is time for us to give God a sign and say, “We are here. We have heard Your Word. We are following Your direction of what You have told us. And here inside of our hearts and in our lives, we are now being an expression of all that You have given us, all that You have spoken to us, all that You have told us to do.” And I love that feeling.
When God was speaking to them back in Exodus 12, He said, “‘Moreover, they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and on the lintels of the house in which they eat it.’” So again, it is very clear that this sign was something that Israel was to give God. The instructions were there, but they had to write the sign and say, “Here we are.” I was thinking about Samuel, when God spoke to him and he replied, “Hineni, I am here! Speak Lord, Your servant hears.” (I Samuel 3:4,10) God starts speaking, but somehow there has to be a response we have that lets God know, “I am hearing. I have received Your Word and I am walking in it.” You say, “I do not exactly know what to do. How do I even conceive of being delivered out of my Egypt and starting to walk into the wilderness towards a promised land that I do not even know where it is?” But isn’t that the very foundation of our faith that we get from Abraham, that he went out not knowing where he was going? (Hebrews 11:8) But what he did know is that he was going to respond. He gave God a sign. What was the sign? He stood up and walked away from his family, from his city, from all that had been in his life before, and he left that place. That was the sign: he physically did something. And I think that it is time for us not to over-spiritualize everything that we have received from the Lord. I think it is time for us to take this Word that is living and powerful and sharper than any two-edged sword, that has been planted in our hearts like a living seed, and begin to walk in that seed. And I think there needs to be an expression in this Passover that comes from us that is the blood of Christ on the doorposts of our heart, and of our life, and of our body, physically, spiritually, mentally, saying, “We have heard this and we are giving You a sign back, Lord, that we are the ones walking in that which You have given to us.”
Let me read another Scripture that I think applies here. I encourage you to go through and read all of Revelation the twelfth chapter, because it talks about all that transpires in the coming forth of Yeshua into the earth and what takes place in the war against satan. I want to pick it up at verse 6. “Then the woman fled into the wilderness where she had a place prepared by God, so that there she would be nourished for one thousand two hundred and sixty days.” So there was a preparation; God prepares. It is like Egypt: God prepared a protection for them. He prepared a place to preserve them in their houses. That was important, and we see that as we move forward in the fulfillment of these Words about Revelation and all that is going to transpire, this is kind of a sign we can read, isn’t it? It is telling us things that are going to happen as we move forward in the end times. But we also know that in it there is a place prepared by God, so that we will be nourished and cared for.
Verse 7 says, “And there was war in heaven, Michael and his angels waging war with the dragon. The dragon and his angels waged war.” We know that the end times are filled with conflict, the final conflict of the end, the end of satan and his hosts, and the beginning of the Kingdom. So it is a time of turmoil. It is a time very related to this idea of the death angel going through. But we know that the death angel is bringing an end to satan and his kingdom.
Verses 8-11,
And they were not strong enough [Michael and his angels were waging war with the dragon, and the dragon and his angels were waging war, but] …they were not strong enough, and there was no longer a place found for them in heaven. And the great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old who is called the devil and satan, who deceives the whole world; he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him. Then I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now the salvation, and the power, and the kingdom of our God and the authority of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren has been thrown down, he who accuses them before our God day and night. And they overcame him [the saints overcame him] because of the blood of the Lamb and because of the word of their testimony, and they did not love their life even when faced with death.
I think this picture goes so much along with the idea of Passover. God has prepared a protection for us. This war is raging, and the war seems to be focused on us, right? He accuses the brethren, he accuses the saints before God day and night. So it is not like you are left out of this battle and the whole battle is just simply between Michael and the angels, and we are sitting back in our little houses. No, it is very much directed at the saints, accusing them before God. This is kind of like what Egypt was. They were set to destroy the Israelites, to bring their death. They were drowning all of the male children in the river, and none of them were to live. They separated the wives and husbands so there could be no more children. It was absolutely a time set to destroy Israel. And so, when we get into this, yes, we see this war raging in heaven, but we also know it is very much focused on the destruction; again, what is the ultimate plan of satan through the ages? It is that no flesh be saved alive. And we know it is very focused on Israel. The number one target that the enemy has is to destroy Israel, destroy the Jewish people, bring them down. But it does not end there. Like we keep hearing about some of the wars we are into, they say, “We are fighting this war, but it is also for Christians, it is for America.” Because guess what? you are next. Read the signs. You say, “What is the sign for that one?” Read the Koran, it is very clear about what the plan is. So you see this destruction that is set to come. And God brings a counter destruction. But I think it is interesting that even when we get to Revelation, it says, “They overcame.” Just like Israel on that night. How did they survive that night? How did they overcome the death angel? Because of the blood of the lamb that was a sign on the doorposts of their house, crying out to God, saying like Samuel, “Hineni. We are here, Lord. We are Your people who are inside this covering You have provided for us. We are partaking of this lamb, and we know that the blood of the lamb is what is preserving us in the situation in Egypt from this death angel.”
In the book of Revelation we see that it was once again the blood of the Lamb that was on the doorposts of the hearts of the saints of God that protected them while this great battle was raging, even though satan was condemning them before the throne of God. And so, as we move forward in these days, which we believe very much are end-time days, it is time for us to be giving God a sign with our lives and saying, “Here we are, Lord. We have heard Your Word. We are moving in obedience to the Word that You have given and spoken to us over all of these years.” It is not a time to be in confusion. You say, “Well, I have to figure this out. I have to know what I am supposed to do.” No, you are supposed to be led. And right now, it is a time for us to respond back to Him, to speak His Word back to Him about our salvation, about the blood of the Lamb that is covering our lives, that is delivering us from our sin.
Right now we are in the days of Unleavened Bread. And we understand very much what the symbolism of that unleavened bread is, of getting rid of the leaven out of our houses. It is something that we are to do, that we are to move in as our expression back to God. And I bless you, because this Word is not far from you. Do not say, “I am not sure what to do. I am in confusion. I need God to clarify to me.” No, God has spoken. God has moved. He has borne His right arm. He has shown the signs that He is going to say to us. He has given us signs already that we have been able to clearly read from this living Word that we have had. How much more do we need to hear? What we need to do right now is say back to Him in the sign that we give Him, “We are walking in these Words. We are doing the thing that You have spoken to us. And in this Passover, Lord, we want You to hear our voice very clearly, to see our sign back to You of our lives being given to live in the blood of the Lamb and the Word of the testimony that You have given to us in a dedication back to You. Lord, the sign we give You is ourselves and our lives.”
I bless this to us, and I believe for it to be alive and real for us. We will keep talking about this thing of the sign, because it has real significance to us as we move forward. But let’s post our sign on the highway of the Kingdom and say, “Here we are, Lord. We are coming into an obedience and into a walk in all that You have already spoken and given to us.” Amen.
We bless this, Lord. Thank You for this time of Pesach. We thank You, Father, for Your Son. You so love this world. You so loved Your creation, Your humanity, that You provided us with Your Son to be the deliverance that we need during this time. We partake of the provision of Christ and put the blood afresh on the doorposts of our hearts, of our minds, of our spirits; and we proclaim back to You, “We are here, Lord, doing that which You have spoken to us. We are here like Abraham, walking as You have directed us into the new day, because You are leading us into the Kingdom.” And we should have no doubts about that whatsoever.
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